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BEFORE proceeding to the special phase of the Sabbath question that has been assigned 
to me for discussion, namely, the Sunday newspaper, I would like to submit four general 
propositions concerning the Sabbath, for which I challenge successful contradiction. 
They haye doubtless already been heard in one form or another in the progress of this 
Aliscussion, and may, therefore, seem unnecessary repetitions. But let me suggest to you 
what was suggested by the lawyer to the judge when the judge called his attention to the 
fact that he had already made one point eleven times. ‘ Yes, your honor,” said he, “ but 
there are twelve men on the jury.’’ These propositions need to be reasserted and em- 
phasized and made unmistakably clear to correct the grave misconceptions and misrepre- 
sentations that are so often placed before the public through an interested press. 


THE AMERICAN SABBATH A CIVIL INSTITUTION. 


The first proposition is that the American Sabbath is a civil institution, recognized and im- 
bedded in our law as a conservator of public morals and as conducive to public order. No con- 
tract is valid that is made on Sunday. No civil process is valid that is served on Sunday, 
except in extreme cases. The president is allowed ten days, ‘‘Sundays excepted,” before 
the absence of his signature to a bill submitted to him allows that bill to become a law. 
In many such ways the Sabbath is in our law as a civil institution, recognized, provided 
for, and perpetuated. 


A PHYSICAL AS WELL AS SPIRITUAL NECESSITY. 


The second proposition is that the need of this day of rest is laid of God in the constitution 
of the body, and, therefore, the Sabbath is the most effectual shield thrown around the laborer, 
protecting his liberty, his health, his home, and guarding alike against the tyranny of capital 
and the license of anarchy. One of the most anomalous things in connection with this 
whole discussion is that laboring men should ever be found opposed to this Sunday move- 
ment. Let the exact nature of this question once be thoroughly understood, and honest, 
self-respecting labor will rise as a wall of adamant against the encroachments of capital- 
istic greed upon the Sabbath. 


A Cuam Upon THE INDIVIDUAL CONSCIENCE. 


The third proposition is that the claim of the Sabbath asa day of religious culture and 
worship is laid only on the individual conscience, and is not to be enforced by legal statute. 
Let this be borne in mind and widely emphasized. Piety is not to be promoted by legis- 
lative enactment. It is no part of this Sabbath movement to make people good by law. 
We do not purpose to force religion down people’s throats. Here is the ringing creed of 
well-nigh all. Protestant Christendom: ‘God alone is Lord of the conscience, and has 
left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men.” The ery of “ bigotry,” in con- 
nection with this Sabbath question, is, therefore. simply absurd. 


A. LEGAL Rigut To ENJoy THE SABBATH. 


The fourth proposition is, that while we do not seek by law to enforce the religious ob- 
servance of, the Sabbath, yet “every individual has the right to the enjoyment of the 
Christian Sabbath without Wability to annoyance from the ordinary secular pursutts of life, 
except 80 jar as they may be dictated by necessity or charity.” Supreme Court, 40 Ill. R. 
146. ‘ eee Palin AA 
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And now, with these four propositions in mind as a basis for the special discussion, let 
us candidly inquire concerning the following points as connected with the Sunday news- 
paper: What is it? Why is it here? What is it doing? What are we going to do 
about it? 


WHAT IS THE SUNDAY NEWSPAPER ? 


Let us be honest. The Sunday newspaper is not the Sunday religious or semi-religious 
paper; it is not the Sunday moral reform or semi-moral reform paper; it is the Suuday 
newspaper. Just that and that only; only that and nothing more. It is not the news- 
paper in partnership with Sunday to promote mutual interests and to share the ‘profits. 
The only mutual interests that are promoted are those represented by that maxim of the 
boy in tossing up the penny: “Heads, I win; tails, you lose.” The profits all go to the 
newspaper, and Sunday stands all the losses. The Sunday paper is simply the daily news- 
paper thrust into Sunday; published seven days in the week instead-of six; unchanged as. 
to its essential character. It is enlarged, indeed, greatly enlarged, but neither revised 
nor reformed, and certainly not sanctified or glorified. : 

When the newspaper first appeared on Sunday it changed its clothes a little. It was 
padded with pious homily, as they pad the sacred concerts with ‘‘Sweet By and By” and 
the ‘‘ Doxology in long meter; ”’ but the wolf soon got tired of trying to look like a sheep, 
and now the wolf enters Sunday, a stark wolf, pure and simple, with scarcely a bit of the 
woolly fleece he put on when he was keeping up appearances. And you can see no differ- 
ence between the Sunday and the Saturday paper, save as to magnitude. It is a great. 
mosaic; a huge conglomerate of all sorts of material pertaining to the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. It isa vast blanket of information, some of it—a great deal of it—not in- 
herently unwholesome; but all of it secular, worldly, of the earth, earthy; and some of it. 
—very often a great deal of it—vicious, pernicious, aud unclean. It is just such a dish as 
we have served to us every other day of the week, except as to size, and it is seasoned 
and garnished and tricked out with every possible device to tempt the appetite and to 
gorge the social, literary, and sensational stomach, It is a sheet like unto the sheet of the 
apostolic vision; like it in this, that it is a ‘great sheet” and “full of all manner of four- 
footed beasts and creeping things; ” but unlike it in this, that it was never “ dropped down 
from heaven,” and of its contents it never could be said, ‘‘' What God has cleansed.” 
This is the Sunday newspaper. 


Way Is It Hmre? 


Some say, ‘ Because the people want it.” Well, this is a free country, and I would be 
behind no one in defense of personal liberty and the rights of the people. But let that. 
doctrine be pressed—push it far enough; let it once be understood that what the people 
want the people must have, and we have begun to play sad havoc with our morals. The 
people out in Utah want polygamy; they would vote it to-day by a rousing majority, bat 
the government does not intend to let them have it. Down South they wanted slavery. 
and alas! the government was disposed to foster it and compromise with it; but in the 
thunder of our civil war God said, ‘‘Let my people go.” The anarchists of Haymarket 
Square, Chicago, wanted a larger liberty, but American justice took anarchy by the throat 
and hanged it by the neck until it was dead, and buried it out of sight; and there is no 
prospect of immediate resurrection. Clearly, what the people want it is not always best 
that the people should have. 


EVOLVED SINCE THE CIviIL WAR. 


Then, again, thirty or forty years ago, there was no desire for the Sunday newspaper. 
Prior to our civil war there was scarcely a Sunday newspaper published in the country._ 
The war led to the indulgence. And now that this appetite has been created by the Sun- 
day newspaper through having taken advantage of a great national exigency, it turns 
about and says, ‘The people want it, and therefore it must be published;” which would 
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be very much like the saloon-keeper luring unwary feet to enter his gateway of hell, and 
rousing and stimulating an appetite for strong drink, and then- turning round and saying, 
“The people want liquor, therefore they ought to have it.” By that process we could 
open the flood-gates to any thing. Again, it is pleaded as a reason why the Sunday paper 
is here, that it is a necessity of our time. It is claimed that the marvelous activity in 
every department of thought and effort, the press and rush of this busy age, the conditions 
of society, and the facilities of intercommunication, make the Sunday newspaper an. indis- 
pensable adjunct and factor in our modern civilization. 


Not ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. 


But the Philadelphia Ledger, the most widely circulated, and probably the most pecun- 
iurily profitable paper in the second largest city in the Union, is not published on Sunday. 
It may be replied to this that the Ledger is only a local paper, confined chiefly to Phila- 
delphia, and though it has an immense subscription list the paper is made up mostly of 
<‘Wants,”’ and therefore is not to be taken as an illustration. Well, there is Toronto, a 
city of no mean repute; it has no Sunday newspaper. ‘ Yes,” says New York or Chi- 
cago, “but Toronto is rural, a slow-coach, country town—hardly in touch with the times. 
No Sunday paper may do for Toronto, but it will not do for a city astir with modern 
enterprise and vast populations.” Well, there is London, London is big enough, 
is it not? London is enterprising enough, is it not? It is five or six or seven 
times as large is Chicago; two or three times as large as New York. London could 
swallow Chicago, and only bulge a little on one side to show where it had stowed Chicago 
away. London's commerce sucks every thing into it. London enterprise has made that 
land, which is incomparably inferior to our own in water-power, shake with the thunder of 
her mills. London wealth determines prices the world over. London culture sets the 
standard of pronunciation for all English-speaking people. Why, even Chicago’s roaring 
ram’s horn moderates its tone along-side the immense fog-horn of London. Surely, London 
is big enough. Yet London has no Sunday newspaper. Do not you see that the plea of 
necessity is simply an absuydity? No! the Sunday newspaper is here for the money 
there is in it, and there are men, decent and respectable men—I grieye to say it, some pro- 
fessedly Christian men—that are trampling on the Sabbath and despising God’s law and 
weakening the bulwark of our free institutions because of the dollars that are found on that 
road. A success! O yes, a splendid success! The Sunday newspaper is an immense 
success—and so was Nero; so was piracy on the high seas; so is the faro bank; so are 
the Sunday concert, the Sunday theater, and the Sunday liquor saloon. But God pity 
the Christian stockholder in the Sunday newspaper, or the Christian publisher of the Sun- 
day newspaper, or the Christian, editor of the Sunday newspaper, or the Christian adver- 
tiser in the Sunday newspaper who is congratulating himself on its great success. 


Wuat ISTHE SuNDAY NEWSPAPER DOING? 


In the first place, it is keeping an army of workmen from the rest to which they are en- 
titled; a day they need, and ought to have, in the interests of health, of good citizenship. 
and of morals. To urge, in reply, that the work on the Sunday paper is done on Saturday 
is puerile. Why? Because it does not meet the issue. It is child’s play, like turning the 
hands on a clock. Seven days’ work takes seven days to do it in. That disposes of half the 
meat in this old chestnut. The other half is adjustment. 

Let us look at this matter a little in detail, for just here a good deal of dust may be 
thrown into our eyes. It is denied that the army of workers on the Sunday-pnblishing 
paper are robbed of their Sunday. The Chicago Sunday-publishing Jnter-Ocean states the 
ease thus: “The night editors, proof-readers, compositors, stereotypers, pressmen, and 
mailers leave the office from four to six o’clock Sunday morning, and for the greater part 
of Sunday are free.” But “free” to do what? > Simply, go to bed. Night toil demands 
day sleep. Work a man seven days in the week or seven nights in the week, and by no 
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hocus-pocus of figures or turning of the hands on a clock can you give him the Sunday that: 
either his body or his soul requires. Because, forsooth, the newspaper office is quiet for a 
good portion of Sunday daylight, have these night workers had their Sabbath? I trow 
not! And how about the editorial writers? The Jnter- Ocean says: 

“With two exceptions, they leave the office on Saturday evening at 6 o’clock, and do: 
not report for work again until Sunday evening.” Now, every body knows that leading 
editorials for a Monday morning paper do not need to be so ‘‘ hot from the griddle ” that 
they wust be written Sundaynight. If there were no Sunday paper they could be written 
Saturday, with rare exceptions, and the men who do the heavy editorials would thus also: 
have their whole Sabbath. And so all round. The Sunday labor on the Monday paper 
could be reduced to a minimum, and be put well on toward midnight. Mr. J. T. Perry, of 
the Cincinnati Gazette, when that was a Sabbatli-keeping paper, put the case as follows: 

“ All miscellany, heavy editorial, and commercial matter could be put in type before sup- 
per on Saturday, and an adjustment could be made so that no one but reporters assigned to- 
necessary work during the day would fail of a complete rest for full twenty-four hours.’” 
This, after all, is the root of the matter: this complete rest for full twenty-four hours. This,. 
once in every seven days, is man’s need and God’s command; the gospel of the body and 
the gospel of the Scriptures; and because seven days’ work takes seven days to do it in, no- 
twisting of figures can free a Sunday paper from the charge of keeping an army of workers. 
from the day they need and ought to have. In all this nothing has been said of the mob of 
newsboys who count their biggest business gains on Sunday morning through the sale of 
papers under Christian conduct, only to go to some mission school in the afternoon to get a 
lesson on remembering the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Practice versus precept, example 
versus speech, gain versus godliness—which is going to come out ahead with the average: 
newsboy in that struggle, while Christians on both sides are stimulating the contest? But 
if the boys were not selling papers they would be doing something worse! That will not 
do. You must not send the boys to the ale-house to keep them out of the whisky shop. 
You cannot set the boys to thieving to keep them from murder. He who said, ‘ Thou shalt, 
not steal,” has also said, ‘‘ Remember the Sabbath day to kéep it holy.” To put the boys 
to trampling on the Sabbath in order to keep them from doiug something worse is playing 
foot-ball with the ten commandments, and sowing dragon’s teeth. But this is by no means 
the only count in the indictment against the Sunday newspaper. 

I hold, secondly, that it is thrusting itself, whether wanted or not, into the faces of a 
Sabbath-observing people. One cannot step out of his house or go down the street on 
Sabbath morning in many parts of the city without being thrust upon by the ery of the 
newsboy. ‘This is an offense to people who revere the Sabbath. And what right has one: 
business any more than another to hawk its wares through the streets on Sunday ? 

I hold, thirdly, that the Sunday paper is pushing its way asa subtle, insidious temptation 
into our homes. The very silence of its appeal is a danger. It makes no noise, save by 
the roar of its special trains and the shouts of the newsboys. It can be put into the 
pocket, taken into the room, read in quiet. Herein it differs from the other agencies assault- 
ing the Sabbath. The Sunday saloon, the Sunday concert, the Sunday theater cannot be 
taken into our homes.. They are tied to locality. They must be sought. But the Sunday 
paper is shamefully given the freedom of the city. It takes wings; goes every-where. It 
seeks. It need not be sought. And, entering by any one member of the household, it is. 
there to tempt and demoralize all the rest. : 

' J hold again that it is furnishing a hideous melange for a Sunday morning breakfast table. 
Looking over.“ The News Summary” published in the Monday paper, ‘‘condensed from 
‘the Sunday Jnter- Ocean,’”’ I find it made up of ‘‘ Foreign,” ‘‘ Domestic” and ‘ Local” news 
of the usual sort—political, social, criminal; ‘A Grand Nocturnal Pageant,” ‘ The Famous 
Common Law Divorce Case,”*‘‘ A Haul of Stolen Watches,” ete. It is the daily paper taken 

into Sunday, greatly enlarged, but not revised or reformed, It has some excellent literary 
matter, but so has the daily, only less of it. 
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ACTUAL Facts. 

To be literally exact in this matter, let me cite the figures published hy the New York 
Mail and Express. These figures are made from an actual measurement, inch by inch, of 
the columns of the leading New York Sunday papers, which are certainly on a par with 
any Sunday publishing dailies in the country. On Sunday, November 11, of political, spe- 
cial, sensational, criminal, and gossipy matter the Tribune published 83 columns, the Herald 
81 columns, the World 112 columns, the Sun 86 columns, and the Zimes 88 columns. What 
a mass of stuff that is to begiu and go through God’s day with! We have too much of it 
on other days. Dges not the better nature of every one of uscry out, “Give us a rest, at 
least one day in seven, from this unwholesome dumpage!” But is there no religious read- 
ing in these Sunday papers? O yes; here are the bits of lamb-like fleece, by exact mathe- 
matical measurement, furnished on Sunday, December 9. The Zribune published 81 columns 
of political, special, sensational, criminal, and gossipy matter, and three quarters of a column 
devoted to religion! The Herald 84 columns, with three quarters of a column devoted to re- 
ligion! The World 90 columns, with one half a column devoted to religion! The Sun 97 
columns, with one and three eighths columns devoted to religion! The Times 68 columns, 
with one eighth of a column devoted to religion! It would be difficult to imagine what 
possible effect that little homeopathic pill of ‘sweetness and light” could possibly produce 
along-side that vast dose of crime, worldliness, and sensationalism. 

And this suggests another count in the indictment against the Sunday newspaper. It is 
tempting hundreds and thousands to stay away from the sanctuary, and making it manifold 
harder for the truth to reach those who go. Ruskin says, in view of the thronging activi- 
ties of our times, the rush and roar of our busy life, the push and press and ambitions of 
trade, a minister on Sunday morning has just ‘‘ thirty minutes to raise the dead in.” The 
Sunday newspaper is another huge stone laid on that sepulcher, making it just so much 
harder to raise the dead. Think how the appetite must be whetted for the word of God by 
reading column after columu of such a paper, seasoned by the most adroit reportorial ca- 
terers for the special delectation of literary and sensational stomachs. 

Another count I bring is, that, not contemt with this city, the Sunday newspaper, by 
“thunder ball railroad extras” and “lightning flyers,” is invading the peaceful Sabbath ob- 
servance of cities and towns of the country for miles and miles away, and going with ‘ ban- 
ners flying” to disturb by ‘‘crowds” and “cheers” and ‘mobs of newsboys” the Sabbath 
of other populations. To do exact justice to this situation, let me quote from the Inter- 
Ocean’s reportorial account of its own railroad special, Sunday, November 4, 1888. 


“TRAIN TO INDIANAPOLIS. 


“The ink on the papers barely dry, 15,000 copies of the Sunday Inter- Ocean were bundled 
into wagons and to the special railroad flyer. Engines, tender, and a sixty-foot coach were 
all tastefully draped with’ the Znter- Ocean colors. At the depot (Indianapolis) the train was 
greeted with cheers upon cheers. Wagons bearing the legend, ‘The Jnter- Ocean always 
Republican,’ were skurrying hither and thither distributing the mammoth issue to eager 
purchasers, A special envoy from the home office jumped into a hack, was hurried up 
Delaware Street to No. 641—the home of Protection’s champion—and the Hon. Benjamin 
Harrison had a toothsome dish to grace his breakfast in the shape of the Sunday Jnter- 
Ocean.” I do not know General Harrison personally, but I do not believe, from the well- 
established reputation he enjoys, that he-even opened that Sunday morning paper, though 
it was impudently thrust into the privacy of his home by a Sabbath-breaking ‘special 
envoy.” ‘Train to Springfield the same day. Crowds increased (at successive stations) 
until it seemed as if the entire male population had come down to the station to see the 
special, get their political Bible, and put up a modest Sabbath-day cheer.’’ Their ‘ political 
Bible!” ‘A modest Sabbath-day cheer!” And anew nomenclature is furnished to suit the 
new situation. These are ominous signs, and surely foretoken displacement of both Bible 
and Sabbath, unless the American people pay heed to them. ‘All along the line could be 
seen the evidence of the ralliés and celebrations which have monopolized public attention.” 
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This is in the heat of political excitement. ‘And now that the Sabbath had brought a lull 
in the storm of oratory and fireworks, the people were anxious to see the Inter- Ocean.” 
Not glad of a day of rest! O no, they were ‘‘anxious to see the Jnter- Ocean,” in order 
that the fun might go on and the roar of political life be kept up! ‘‘The baggage-car was 
decorated with flags and two large banners inscribed ‘The Jnter- Ocean Special.’” Fill that 
inseription out, and those banners would read, ‘‘ The Moral ‘ Inter- Ocean’ with. its Sabbath- 
breaking special.” ‘‘Whenthe train arrived at Springfield it was greeted with a hearty 
cheer, which was soon drowned by the clamorous yells of a mob of newsboys, who soon 
bore great loads of the paper to all parts of the city.” That is the gecord made by the 
most respectable and the cleanest of Chicago’s Sunday-publishing papers, and copied from 


its own columns. 
The shades of night were flying fast, 
As through our Western towns there passed 
A railroad train, all in a trice, 
Bearing aloft this strange device— 
“Excelsior?”? No! Decensior ! 


No wonder that train made “fast time,” and ‘‘beat the record.” It was on the down 
grade all the way to Indianapolis; and every man that had any thing to do with it was 
on the down grade. Lest this scene be thought exceptional, let me quote from the recor 
of another “ lightning flyer” sent out the following Sabbath: ‘ Many a man was up before 
breakfast to get his political Bible. At Springfield a yelling mob of newsboys was soou 
supplied and scurried off to the hotels and homes of the city. Said one old gentleman at 
Springfield: ‘It may be that it is because this is Sunday, but I couldn’t help thinking 
about the place in the Bible where it says something about ‘lovely appear over the mount- 
ains the feet of them that preach and bring good news of peace.” A paper like the Jnter- 
Ocean does “ preach,” and certainly “brings good news of peace.” You'll find us reason- 
able souls, and the Jnter- Ocean won't lose any thing by what it has done for us.’” 


SELF-CONDEMNED. 


This is not the first time the devil has quoted Scripture to his own purpose, and promised 
gains for service. Thus out of its own mouth, chiefly, the Sunday newspaper is con- 
demned. This is the fearful indictment against it: that it is keeping an army of workmen 
from the day of rest they ought to have; it is educating an army of newsboys to trample on 
the Sabbath, and so counteracting the best influences that Christian people are trying to 
throw around them; it is thrusting itself into the face of a Sabbath-loving people as no 
other business is allowed to thrust itself; it is assaulting the Sabbath in quarters that are 
not reached by any other Sabbath-assaulting agency; and in this respect it is a most 
insidious and subtle evil. reaching a class of our community that the Sunday saloon and 
the Sunday theater and the Sunday concert never touch, sweeping through the very best 
ranks of workingmen and even into the homes of religion; it is honey-combing society with 
false notions about the Sabbath; and it is deadening the spiritual sensibilities even of many 
of the people of God. The indictment is made, the evidence presented, the case submitted ; 
and confident appeal is made, not only to Christian conscience, but to the considerate 
judgment of manly and self-respecting labor, and to that broad catholic intelligence which 
believes that the best interests of society and the State are hati at up in the preheryauen 
of the ieee Sabbath. 


WHAT ARE You Goring To Do AxBour IT? 


Meanwhile, what are the friends of the Sabbath going to do about it? Well, first of all, 
wemust get and keep a conscience, into the warp and woof of which shall be woven the Divine au- 
thority of the Sabbath law: “ Remember the Sabbath to keep it holy.” If we base the 
Sabbath on mere human expediency, we base it on sand, just as we would found honesty 
if we adopted it simply asa ‘‘ policy.” This is no basis for the Sabbath, to put it on the 
ground of mere expediency. Ido not question the propriety of using this argument as a 
means of influencing a certain class of men, Many will join in this Sunday movement, and 
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work heartily in the defense of Sunday as.a rest-day in the interests of health and morals 
aud good citizenship, who will not come to the higher ground. But we can never perma- 
nently keep our Sabbath on a basis of expediency. Tle gospel of the body is clear and 
unmistakable but the greed of capital will overtask labor, provided always further supply 
is ready to take its place. No, the anchorage for-the Sabbath is in the fact that it is @ Di- 
vine institution. God commands its observance. There it is, in the bosom of his law as 
given in the Decalogue. That is enough for any one who believes in God. As God ap- 
pointed it, he has told us how to keep it. We must not divide it up by giving him a part 


only. ‘Remember the Sabbath day.” Not the Sabbath morning, leaving the afternoon 
for recreation and desecration. ‘‘ Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy”—not simply 


to rest. The Jews had loaded the day with traditions. Christ simply unloaded it of these, 
justifying works of necessity and mercy. We heara good deal of the need of a public 
conscience. But there is no possible public conscience apart from individual 
eonsciences. What we want is a good deal more of the individual conscience, and, 
I venture to say, ministerial conscience; a conscience in the ministry that will guard 
sacredly all the interests of this day, and that will see to it that even the hem of 
the garments of the ministry is not touched with the taint of any questionable Sab- 
bath indulgence, so that month in and month out, year in and year out, the ministry 
will be consistently and unchallengeably free to declare God’s word concerning this matter. 
Let us be rid of the taint, I say, of all questionable indulgence, and then take appeal from 
God’s word to every Christian conscience, to merchants and lawyers and legislators, who 
acknowledge the obligations of loyalty to Christ. Let us righteously rebuke the profanation 
of the day, and wakefully see to it that, while legislation establishing any form of religion 
is scrupulously guarded against, legislation hostile to God's Sabbath law is wnalterably kept off 
the statute-books. With a sweet reasonableness and with a firm conviction of the rightful- 
ness of our cause, I am sure that, with any thing like a Christian sentiment and a united 
Christian effort, we can carry this cause and preserve our Sabbath. O fora breath of the 
old Puritan! Doubtless he was sometimes too austere. Doubtless he sometimes looked as 
if all hope had been washed out of his face. I believe his Sabbath was a little too grim. 
But what men it made! Men of the martyr spirit. Men of heroic mold. Men of the stuff 
that is food for the rack and the stake. Men that had an almost infinite scorn for the reign 
of the turtle-dove. You could trust them, lean on them, depend on them. They were 
great fearers of God, but they feared neither man nor devil. With Christ’s gentleness 
wrapped round this unyieldingness may we make the Sabbath fight, and win! 


SABBATH AND THE INDIVIDUAL. 
By Rev. George 8. Mott, D.D., the Vice-President of the American Sabbath Union for New Jersey, 
Works or NEOESSITY. 


We all advocate the administration of laws until we or ours are annoyed thereby. Often 
when the interests of the individual are affected by features of the law he seeks to evade or 
amend its annoying points. He wants others to keep the laws, but how abont himself? 
Now, there’ is a vein of justice in this feeling. The individual should not be needlessly 
vexed by statutes. A law cannot be so enunciated upon its general principles as that it may 
not press too heavily, or even unjustly, upon an individual. For this cause even the great 
law about killing is modified. ‘Thou shalt not kill,” permits us to take life in self-defense. 
Likewise there have always been exceptions in the Sabbath law. Even that strict Judaic 
Sabbath legislation, enacted by God himself, permitted certain acts of a secular character 
to be done on the Holy Day. These exceptions are commonly and properly classed under 
the heads of necessity and mercy. About deeds of mercy there should be no contention. 
You may make them as broad as mercy itself, and interpose no limitations. But necessity 
is the weak spot. That is the manhole for the individual. It is the wooden horse, fair on 
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the exterior, but filled with enemies, that may easily capture the Sabbath. Necessity, of 
“course, is that which is necessary. But the question arises, What is necessary? The nec- 
essary is not strictly the indispensable. Further, that is necessary to-day which was not. 
fifty years ago, That may be necessary in a city, which is not required in a village. The- 
German thinks the foaming beer is necessary to him on Sunday, and the American is equally 
Solicitous about ice cream. A few hold that half the Sunday is all that religion needs. 
The soul can do its affairs with the Lord in the morning and devote the rest of the day to 
social pleasures or to lounging at home. Some want their letters delivered om Sunday, and 
large numbers think they cannot survive that day unless they read the reports of what has 
happened since 3 o’clock Saturday afternoon. Some tradesmen plead the necessity of keep- 
ing open their stores on Sunday, otherwise their fellow-tradesmen would steal away their 
customers, And railroad managers apologize with the statement that they must accommo- 
date the dear public. Hence it is very evident that to gauge the observance of Sunday by 
necessity would open the way for capitulation. This would extend the defenses so far that- 
they would become a thin barrier over which a child might climb. 


WorKS OF NECESSITY INTERPRETED. 


This necessity, then, must be interpreted and adapted wisely to circumstances. And 
where shall we find the principle that can solve the perplexities it presents? Happily 
Jesus Christ furnishes that principle in the Golden Rule, ‘Do unto others as ye would that 
others should do to you.” This is the rule that should supplement every enactment of law 
and all demands of necessity. It is the rule of equity to explain, and, where needed, to 
modify, that which would be too rigorous. It is the angel of mercy which follows the 
sword of justice and takes the bandage off her eyes. Put yourself in the other man’s place, 
see whether you are doing the fair and generous thing for him. Let us regard Sabbath ob- 
servance from this point. 

CHRISTIAN Dury. 

Christians, and, indeed, all who think enough of the Sabbath to have it maintained, must 
now take into serious consideration this question: How much should the individual give 
up that we may preserve the Sabhath?. Not by resolutions and speeches shall we prevent 
most of the present desecration of the day. Christians must forego the Sunday ride, the - 
Sunday jaunt, and do without. some luxury on the table. If we demand that labor shall 
cease on Sunday then we must not create an inducement to labor on that day. Most of 
those who cater for the table or hire ont carriages or keep their stores open would gladly 
rest if their fellow-citizens would permit them, and not really compel them to do work 
which,could be omitted. If labor is willing to give up its profits: on the Sabbath, surely 
pleesure should be willing to deny itself. The individual in enjoying his Sunday should not 
deprive another of the same privilege. And Christ’s professed followers, before all others, 
are bound to set the example of such self-denial. If they will not deny themselves and 
take up the cross, who shall do it? The friends of the Lord’s Day appeal to church mem- 
bers for help, Shall we receive it? If we do not, those laboring in the Sabbath cause are 
required to wage a war unsupported by a constituency. On one occasion, when General 
Grant was President, his pastor called on him to say that, as a distinguished preacher was 
to occupy his pulpit on Sunday evening, he hoped the President would attend that evening 
rather than in the morning, as was his custom—and he attended church only once on Sun- 
day. To this General Grant replied: ‘I am glad of an opportunity to explain this matter 
to you. Secretary Fish and some others have an absurd notion that I ought not to walk 
about the streets of Washington at night, and consequently I never get to the evening 
service, though I should be glad to do so.” And seeing that I was surprised by this state- 

_ ment, he said: ‘Perhaps you think that I might have the carriage and ride to service; 
put, doctor, when I was a poor man, long before I ever thought that I should have a serv- 


aed ant, I made up my mind that if I ever did have one, he should have his hours of Sunday 


my own personal convenience.” am) ted 
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for worship ; and no servants nor horses are ever. called into use oye me upon that day for. ; i 


